
 
Civil L.R. 7. Form of Motions and Other Papers 

  
 (a) Form of Motion and Moving Party’s Supporting Papers. Every 

motion must state the statute or rule pursuant to which it is made and, except 
for those brought under Civil L. R. 7(h) (Expedited Non-Dispositive Motion 
Practice), must be accompanied by: 

 
 (1)  a supporting memorandum and, when necessary, 
affidavits, declarations, or other papers; or 

  
 (2)  a certificate stating that no memorandum or other 

supporting papers will be filed. 
 
 (b) Non-Moving Party’s Response. For all motions other than those 

for summary judgment or those brought under Civil L. R. 7(h) (Expedited Non-
Dispositive Motion Practice), any memorandum and other papers in opposition 

must be filed within 21 days of service of the motion. Failure to respond to the 
motion may result in the Court deciding the motion without further input from 
the parties. 

 
 (c) Reply. For all motions other than those for summary judgment or 
those brought under Civil L. R. 7(h) (Expedited Non-Dispositive Motion 

Practice), the moving party may serve a reply memorandum and other papers 
within 14 days from service of the response memorandum. 

 
 (d) Sanction for Noncompliance. Failure to file either a supporting 
memorandum or other papers, or a certificate of counsel stating that no 

memorandum or other supporting papers will be filed, is sufficient cause for 
the Court to grant the motion. Failure to file a memorandum in opposition to a 
motion is sufficient cause of the Court to grant the motion. The Court also may 

impose sanctions under General L. R. 83(f). Failure to comply with the briefing 
requirements in Civil L. R. 7(a)-(b) may result in sanctions up to and including 

the Court denying or granting the motion. Sanctions remain available under 
General L. R. 83(f). 
 
Committee Comment: The rule expressly allows the Court to expand the page 
count if needed, but it does not allow the filing of a memorandum longer than 
permitted by Civil L. R. 7 unless the Court grants leave before the memorandum 
is filed. See Civil L. R. 7(g) and (i). 
 
The rule also makes clear that declarations made in compliance with 28 U.S.C. 
§1746 may be used to the same effect as affidavits in supporting motions. 
 
Civil L. R. 7(d) specifies that the Court may take action adverse to a party who 
fails to comply  with the motion rules. It also makes clear that the Court may 



award other sanctions under General L. R. 83(f). allows the Court to take 
adverse action if the Court construes the party’s lack of response as an “intent to 
abandon suit or as meriting a sanction.” Marcure v. Lynn, 992 F.3d 625, 631 
(7th Cir. 2021). When the moving party bears the burden of proof, a failure to 
respond to the motion—standing alone—does not provide sufficient grounds to 
grant or deny the motion. Id.; see also Robinson v. Waterman, No. 20-1370, 2021 
WL 2350875, *2 (7th Cir. June 9, 2021). 
  


