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UNIT — STATES STRICT COURT
FOR THE
“AST W DISTR/ T OF WIf DNSIN

Jury Plan
(Revised Ja‘nuarjy 2017)
Pursuant to the Jury Selection and Service Act 0f 1968, as amended (28 U.S.C. § 1861 et. seq.), the
following plan is hereby adopted by this court, subject to the approval by the reviewing panel for

the Seventh Circuit and to such rules and regulations as may be adopted from time to time by the
Judicial Conference of the United States.

1. APPLICABILITY OF THE PLAN

The Eastern District of Wisconsin is divided into the Milwaukee and Green Bay Divisions pur-
suant to 28 U.S.C. § 1869(e).

The Milwaukee Division consists of: Dodge, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Kenosha, Marquette,

Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Sheboygan, Walworth, Washington and Waukesha counties.

The Green Bay Division consist o~ Brown, Calumet, Door, Florence, Forest, Kewaunee,
Langlade, Manitowoc, Marinette, Menominee, Oconto, Outagamie, Shawano, Waupaca,
Waushara and Winnebago counties.

The provisions of this plan apply with equal force and effect to both the Milwaukee and Green Bay
Divisions in this district. Separate master jury wheels are established for each division.

2. PURPOSE AND POLICY

It is the purpose of this plan to implement the policies declared in 28 U.S.C. § 1861 to ensure that
all litigants entitled to trial by jury will have the right to juries selected at random from a fair cross
section of the community in the division where the court convenes. The court may, on its own
motion or motion of the parties, select a petit jury venire from any other division of the district. It
is further a policy of this court that all qualified citizens within the district will have the
opportunity to be considered for jury service, and will have an obligation to serve as jurors when
summoned for that purpose.

It is further the purpose of this plan to implement the prohibition against discrimination contained
in 28 U.S.C. § 1862, which provides that no citizen will be excluded from service as a grand or
petit juror in this court on account of sex, race, color, national origin or economic status.

3. MANAGEMENT OF THE JURY SELECTION PROCEDURES
The clerk of court, with the assistance of the jury administrator or any authorized deputy, will

manage the jury selection process under the supervision and control of the chief judge of the
district or the designee of the chief judge. 28 U.S.C. § 1863(b)(1).






6. M. NT "VING MASTER JURY WHEELS

The clerk will electronically maintain a Master Jury Wheel for each division within the district.
The names and addresses of all persons randomly selected from the source list will be placed into a
properly programmed electronic data processing system. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1863(b)(4) the
minimum number of names to be placed in the Master Jury Wheel should be at least one half of
one percent of the total number of persons on the source lists.

The minimum number of names to be deposited initially should be 3,000 names for the Green Bay
Division and 10,000 names for the Milwaukee Division. However, for the refilling of any
Divisional Master Jury Wheel, the court may determine that the division's practical need for jurors
requires either a smaller or larger number of names. The chief judge, or designee, may order a
larger or smaller number of names, than specified above, for the refilling of any Master Jury Wheel
when necessary.

The chief judge, or designee, may order additional names to be placed in any Master Jury Wheel
from time to time as necessary.

Each Master Jury Wheel will be emptied and refilled every two years. The emptying and refilling
task should be completed no later than six to nine months of the year following the general election
held in the fall of even-numbered years.

7. DRAWING OF NAMES FROM A MASTER JURY WHEEL AND COMPLETION OF
JUROR QUALIFICATION QUESTIONNAIRES

At periodic intervals, names will be randomly drawn from the Master Jury Wheel using a properly
programmed electronic data processing system for the purpose of summoning persons to serve as
grand or petit jurors. The number of names to be drawn will be determined by the clerk, or
designee, based upon anticipated jury demands by the court.

Every person whose name is so drawn will be mailed a Juror Qualification Summons/
Questionnaire or an instructional letter directing them to complete the questionnaire electronically.
The Juror Qualification Summons/Questionnaire form must be returned, duly signed and sworn, to
the clerk of court by mail or through the court’s internet website within ten days in accordance
with 28 U.S.C. § 1864(a).

: The clerk, or designee, will prepare an alphabetical list of names drawn. The list will not be
exhibited or disclosed to any person except as provided herein and in 28 U.S.C. § 1867 and 28
U.S.C. § 1868.

8. PERSONS DISQUALIFIED FOR JURY SERVICE
Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1865(b) an individual is not qualified for jury service if he or sl

(1) is not a citizen of the United States at least 18 years old who has resided for a period of
one year within the judicial district; (Notice of persons who identify themselves as
non-citizens through the juror qualifications process will be provided to appropriate
election officials for verifying voter registration eligibility.)

(2) isunable to read, write and understand the English language with a degree of proficiency
sufficient to fill out a qualification questionnaire;
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(3) is unable to speak the English lang

(4) is incapable, by reason of mental or physicali "rmity, to render satisfactory jury service;
or

(5) 1 acharge pending inst him for the commission of, or has been convicted in a state
or federal court of record of, a crime punishable by imprisonment for more than one
year and his civil rights have not been restored.

Prospective jurors who are found to be ineligible may not serve even if they indicate a desire to do so.
9. «7JS 5 OFINDIVIDUAL REQUEST

The district court finds that jury service by the following groups of persons or occupational classes
would entail undue hardship or extreme inconvenience to the members thereof, and that the excuse of
members thereof would not be inconsistent with 28 U.S.C. § 1861 and § 1862. Accordingly, the
court may grant exc s upon individual request from anyone who:

(1) isover 70 years of age;

(2) is an actively practicing attorney, medical doctor or dentist;

(3) has active care and custody of a child or children under 10 years of age who h th
and/or safety would be jeopardized by their absence for jury service, or a person who
is essential to the care of aged or infirm persons;

(4) has served as a grand or petit juror in state or federal court within tl last two years;

(5) any person whose services are so essential to the operation of a business, commercial, or
agricultural enterprise that said enterprise must close if such person were required to
perform jury service; or

(6) serves without compensation as a volunteer safety personnel, such as a firefighter or a
member of a rescue squad or ambulance crew for a federal, state or lo ~ government
agency.

10. {EMPTION FROM JURY SERVICE

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1863(b)(6) members of the following groups or classes who are employed on
a full time basis are barred from jury service and may not serve even if they indicate a desire to do so
on the grounds that they are exempt:

(1) members in active service in the Armed Forces of the United States;

(2) members of the fire or police departments of any state, district, territory, possession or
subdivision thereof; or

(3) public officers in the executive, legislative, or judicial branches of the Government of the
United States, or any state, district, territory or possession or subdivision thereof, who
are actively engaged in the performance of official duties.

11. DETERMINATION OF QUALIFICATIONS, EXEMPTIONS AND EXCUSES

According to the Federal Courts Improvement Act of 2000, section 305 amends 28 U.S.C.§ 1865
(a) and (b) of the Jury Act to permit the chief judge to authorize the clerk of court, under
supervision of the court, to determine whether persons are qualified, unqualified, exempt, or
excused from jury service. Accordingly, the Jury Act now gives clerks and deputy clerks the
authority to make all status decisions of prospective jurors. This authority is similar to 28 U.S.C.
§ 1866(c) which provides that ¢ s and deputy clerks may _ _nt temporary excuses or deferrals
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to jurors when necessary. Written requests for excuses on the grounds of undue hardship or
extreme inconvenience will be reviewed by the clerk of court or deputy clerk for determination.

12. MAINTAINING QUALIFIED JURY POOLS AND SUMMONING JURORS
12.1 Qualified Jury Pools

The clerk of court, or designee, will maintain separate qualified jury pools for each
division. The names of all persons who are periodically drawn from the respective Master
Jury Wheel, who are not disqualified, exempt, or excused pursuant to this plan, will be
placed in the appropriate division’s qualified jury pool.

12,2 Summoning Petit Jurors

The clerk of court, or designee, should ensure that at all times an adequate number of
names are contained in each qualified jury pool.

As petit jury arrays are required a sufficient number of names will be randomly drawn from
the appropriate qualified jury pool. The draw will take place by using a properly
programmed electronic data processing system or from time to time, a random manual
draw, to ensure that all qualified jurors have an equal opportunity to be summoned to
appear.

A Summons or Notice to Appear will be prepared for each name selected and sent to the
juror by electronic means or by U.S. mail. Requests in advance by a member of the array
to be excused for good reason may be honored by the clerk or designee. Requests to be
excused for good reason by a member of the panel summoned for a scheduled trial may be
granted by the clerk, deputy clerk or referred to the presiding judge. Individuals
temporarily excused may be returned to the qualified pool.

12.3 Terms of Service

Each qualified jury pool will remain in an “on-call” status for such term of service as the
court may direct. No person should be required to serve on more than one trial, or on more
than one grand jury, or serve as both a petit and grand juror in any two-year period.
Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1866(e), no person should be required to serve or attend court for
prospective service as a petit juror for a total of more than 30 days, except when necessary
to complete service in a particular case.

12.4 Summoning Grand Jurors

When the court orders a grand jury to be empaneled, a random selection of names will be
proportionately drawn from each division's qualified jury pools using a pro-rata share.
According to the Guide to Judiciary Policy, a permissible alternative is to have a single
district-wide grand jury drawn from one jury division in the district. A grand jury may be
selected from just one division of a multi-division district, and may return indictments for
the entire district. To avoid inconsistencies with 28 U.S.C. § 1861(a), which provides that
“all citizens shall have the opportunity to be considered for service on grand and petit juries
in the district courts,” the Office of the General Counsel of the Administrative Office has
suggested that the court draw an occasional grand jury panel from all divisions (e.g., one
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